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1. Visitor Centre
If you had stood here in 1620, you would have been standing at the 
edge of the river Dart. There is a church across the road named 
after somebody who lived in Dartmouth at about that time.
Who was he?

q Thomas Newcomen, an inventor
q John Davis, an explorer
q John Flavel, a preacher  
 
2. Corner of The Quay and Fairfax Place
In 1620 there was a lot of new building work going on in Dartmouth, 
including the New Quay on which you are standing. The house on the 
corner was built by a merchant in Dartmouth. It is a good example 
of the sort of house in which people lived at the time the Pilgrims 
visited the town. About how old do you think it is? 

q About fifty years
q About four hundred years old 
q About one thousand years old 

In 1620, four hundred years ago, a group of men, women and children like 
you, arrived in Dartmouth on board two ships, called the Mayflower and the 
Speedwell. They were on their way to found a new settlement in the English 

colony of Virginia, across the Atlantic Ocean, in North America. 
 

Although they were English, many of them had been living in Holland for several 
years. They had moved there because they did not want to remain within the 

Church of England, the official English church to which everybody had to belong.
 

They hoped that by living in America they would be able to make a better life 
for themselves and their families and would be free to worship God in the way 
they wanted. Later they became known as Pilgrims, because they made their 
journey partly for religious reasons. They became an important part of the 

history of the United States of America.
 

But as the ships sailed down the English Channel, the Speedwell began to leak.  
The leaders of the group decided that both ships should go into Dartmouth 
for safety. Follow the trail to find out what Dartmouth was like when the 
Mayflower and Speedwell visited, and to find out what happened next.

INTRODUCTION
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4. The Old Market
In 1620, this area of the town was the Mill Pool.  
Later, the Mill Pool was drained, and this Market was built. Some of 
the rules for the Market in 1839 are on the white board on the walls. 
What animals were not allowed to stay in the town overnight?

q Dogs and cats
q Horses and mules
q Sheep and cows

5. Browns Hill Steps
In 1620, Browns Hill Steps was the main road out of Dartmouth. It’s 
a steep climb with lots of steps. In those days there were no cars, 
trains or buses, so most people had to walk or use horses and carts 
to go anywhere or carry anything on land. 
Look at No 1 Browns Hill Steps. 
What was the old name of the street? .........................................
 
A packhorse like the one below would have been used to carry goods 
up steep hills.

 

3. The Butterwalk
These houses were built in Dartmouth at about the time of the 
Pilgrims’ visit. When they were built the houses backed onto the river, 
so that ships could unload cargo easily into the ground floor of the 
house. The richer you were, the bigger windows you had in your house 
and the more carving you had.
 
Look at the windows of the house in the middle. 
How many carved animals can you see holding the windows up? 
Do you think these houses were for poor people, or rich people ?

Number of animals

q Rich       q Poor
 
Draw an animal that you would have had carved on your house had 
you lived here in 1620.
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8. Smith Street and Higher Street
Where these two streets meet is a very old part of Dartmouth. For 
many centuries the pillory and stocks stood here. They were used as 
punishments for small crimes like selling bad food.

Find the Mayflower Heritage Trail interpretation panel on the wall. 
When was the pillory abolished as a punishment in Britain?

.....................................................................................

What do you think this man did to have been put in the pillory?

......................................................................................

People would throw rotten food at the person in the pillory.
What would you have thrown?

.......................................................................................

6. Foss Street
This street follows the line of a dam across the old Mill Pool. In 1620 
you would have been able to see the Mill Pool on your right and the 
river on your left. 

Unjumble the letters to find the names of two ship you might have 
seen in the river.

F A L M R E O Y W ...............................................................
 
W L E S E D L P E .................................................................

7. St Saviours Church
This church was built about 650 years ago. In 1620, it was one of the 
most important buildings in the town. That year the porch was rebuilt, 
re-using the original church door.
 

The door is still there. 
Can you find it? 
How many animals can 
you see on the front of 
the door? Nobody is quite 
sure what kind of animals 
they are. What do you 
think they might be?
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11. Bayards Cove
When the Mayflower and Speedwell arrived in Dartmouth, they 
probably moored in the harbour somewhere near here. The Speedwell 
was repaired but there was a delay of over a week while this was 
done, which made some passengers very worried about whether they 
would have enough food for the journey.

Look at the Mayflower Heritage Trail interpretation panel.
What happened next?

................................................................................................

..............................................................................

12. The Embankment
This embankment did not exist in 1620 and the  houses behind you 
came down to the water’s edge.  A new sculpture has just been put 
on the Embankment because it is 400 years since the Mayflower and 
Speedwell visited Dartmouth.  Lots of children in Dartmouth helped to 
make it. 

What is the sculpture called? 

................................................................................................

.............................................................................
 
What do you think the figure is looking at?

................................................................................................

............................................................................

9. Chapel Lane
Up Chapel Lane is the old Baptist Meeting House (now a private 
house). The Baptists were people with similar religious ideas to the 
Pilgrims. There may have been Baptists in Dartmouth in 1620, and if 
so, they may have helped the Pilgrims when they arrived in Dartmouth. 

Can you unjumble the letters to find the name of a Baptist preacher 
from Dartmouth who was also a famous inventor? 
What did he invent? (Clue – you may have seen one at the Visitor 
Centre where you began the trail.)
 

S M O H A T ...................................

W O M E N E N C .............................................. 

S M A T E ..................................................

G E N N I E ................................................... 
 
10. Bayards Cove Inn 
In 1620, Lower Street ran along the water’s edge and contained many 
old houses. Bayards Cove Inn is one of the few that survive from 
that time. It is very close to the building opposite and this shows how 
narrow the street used to be in Dartmouth. There has been a ferry 
here across the river to Kingswear for at least 650 years. In 1620 
you and your horse (if you were rich enough to own one) would have 
been rowed across by the ferryman.

Look at the front door of Bayards Cove Inn. Why do postmen need 
to be tall in Dartmouth?
 

.....................................................................................
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MAYFLOWER WORD SEARCH

How fast can you find these words in the Word Square?

MAYFLOWER     SPEEDWELL     FLAVEL
COLONY     PILLORY     AMERICA

NEWCOMEN     PILGRIM      MILL POOL
HOLLAND     LEAK

13. Coronation Park
 This area used to be a creek called Coombe.  It was once open 
to the river and in 1620 shipyards extended from the centre of 
Dartmouth round into the creek. 

Look at the timeline on the Mayflower Heritage Trail panel. Can you 
match up these events in Dartmouth’s history with the right dates?
 
Town ships fight Armada           1341
 
Railway completed            1957 
 
Grant of town charter           1198  
  
Townstal Church given to Torre Abbey  1864
 
Visit of Mayflower II            1588
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DARTMOUTH
TOW N C OU NC I L

DARTMOUTH
M USEU M

Congratulations!
You have finished the quiz and completed the trail. 

Now return to the Visitor Centre
to check your answers and collect your sticker.

With thanks to all our partners
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